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Abstract 
Library information resources are very essential and instrumental to the academic performance of students who use 

them to their advantage. The value of any library is hinged on its resources and most importantly its level of usage. 

This is because the primary objective of every library is satisfy the information needs of its user community; and to 

achieve this, there is need for the library to create awareness for the library users about the resources and services 

available for use in the library. This study examined the perception of library advocacy and information resources 

use among distance learning students of University of Ibadan. The descriptive survey research design was adopted 

for this study. The population of this study consists of all the 8572 distance learning students of University of 

Ibadan, Ibadan, Oyo state, Nigeria. Two stage random sampling technique was adopted for the study. At the first 

stage, 60% of the 19 departments on the distance learning programmed in the University of Ibadan was selected. 

The 60% of the 19 departments gives 11 departments. At the second stage, 4% sampling fraction was used to select 

the sample size of 256 from the 11 departments. A self-structured questionnaire was used as the instrument for data 

collection. Findings from the study revealed that the main perception of students about library advocacy is that it 

will create room for library development( =3.50). The study indicated books 217(98.6%) as the main type of 

library information resources used by distance learning students. The study also revealed the following as purposes 

for use of library information resources: group work ( =3.25), research work ( =3.21), examination preparation   

( =3.16), update knowledge and supplement personal reading ( =3.14), entertainment ( =3.02), information 

communication technology trends ( =3.00), learn difficult or challenging subjects ( =2.99), and personal 

tutorials” ( =2.99). The study identified insufficient ICT facilities, inadequacy of current LIR, unstable power 

supply, inadequate reading facilities, poor internet connectivity, noise from fellow students, inadequate library 

personnel, amongst others, as constraints to the use of library information resources by the students. The study also 

showed that there is a significant relationship between students perception of library advocacy and use of library 

information resources (r=.421, n=220, p (.000)<.05). Based on the findings of the study, it was recommended that 

since library advocacy brings about development of the library and increases the level of use of the information 

resources in the library, there should be a properly planned and regular advocacy for the library. 
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Introduction 
Universities are engines of growth and 

development. As an institution for 

knowledge generation and transfer to 

society, universities have been central to 

development, contributing ideas, skills, 

technology and expertise in many spheres of 

human endeavour. Universities are often 

referred to as the citadel of learning and 

represent the apex institution for the 

acquisition of knowledge. Based on this 

perception, Ifidon (1998) noted that 

universities are established for four related 

purposes which are the following; teaching, 

learning, research and community or public 

service. Universities are higher educational 

institutions authorized to award academic 

degrees, such as bachelor’s, master’s and 

doctoral degrees, using various methods or 

formats; from amongst which is distance 

learning method. 

    Distance learning, also known as distance 

education, e-learning, or online learning, is a 

type of education in which teachers and 

students are physically separated during 

instruction and various technologies are 
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used to enhance student-teacher and student-

student communication. Distance learning 

has focused on non-traditional students, such 

as full-time workers, military personnel, and 

nonresidents or individuals in remote areas 

who are unable to attend classroom lectures, 

have traditionally benefited from distance 

learning. Distance learning has become a 

well-established part of the educational 

landscape, with trends indicating that it will 

continue to grow. Some students and 

institutions prefer distance learning for good 

reason, as seen by the increasing number of 

universities that offer distance learning 

opportunities, such as the University of 

Ibadan Distance Learning Centre.  

The University of Ibadan Distance 

Learning programme has a vision of 

providing lifelong education for Nigerian 

citizens who for a variety of reasons have 

opted for the distance learning mode, it aims 

at democratizing education by ensuring 

access and equity. Universities profit from 

the ability to enroll students without having 

to build classrooms and accommodation, 

while students benefit from the flexibility of 

working where and when they want. 

University and distance learning centre are 

made of various components and one of the 

most important components is the 

undergraduates, most universities offer 

graduate and professional degrees in 

addition to undergraduate degrees. 

The undergraduate is vital to the 

university system. Undergraduates are 

students of universities that have graduated 

from high schools and have been accepted 

into a university but have not yet graduated. 

An undergraduate student is a student who is 

working towards a bachelor’s degree, 

sometimes known as an undergraduate 

degree. An undergraduate student is 

different from a postgraduate student who is 

studying a course at a higher level than the 

undergraduate level, having (usually) 

already been awarded a bachelor’s degree in 

a relevant course. The length of study of an 

undergraduate degree program all depends 

on the course, some undergraduate students 

study part time and in this case they will 

take between four and eight years to 

complete their course.  

As students, undergraduates are 

required to participate in various academic 

activities necessary to facilitate their award 

of a degree. Some of these academic 

activities include assignments, delivery of 

term papers, examinations and writing of 

projects. In order to successfully carry out 

all of the aforementioned academics 

activities and more, they would require a lot 

of information resources, which can be 

found in abundance in the university library. 

University library satisfy the 

information, research, and instructional 

requirements needs of students and faculty. 

Okwoli (2015) stated that the primary 

purpose of university libraries is to support 

university functions of teaching, 

learning,  research and community services 

in ways consistent with and supportive of 

the institution's mission and goals. This is 

achieved through the acquisition of relevant 

information materials, processing, 

organizing, and disseminating them to the 

library users to enhance learning, teaching 

and research activities of the university 

community. University libraries are central 

to the provision of the right type of 

information resources that empower 

educational institutions to produce highly 

resourceful people who can have positive 

impact on national development (Itsekor, 

2012).  Also, university libraries contain 

records ranging from intellectual, cultural, 

economic, and social materials and are 

essential collection of tools in learning at 

any level.  Libraries also serve as the 

intellectual centre of a society (Ogbedor, 

2011). Ogbedor further stated that in 

providing a wide variety of information 

sources through library services, libraries 
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expose users including undergraduates to 

different information resources with their 

respective values. In addition, users 

including undergraduates are also provided 

with the opportunity to learn and continue 

learning throughout their lives. 

Perceptions is defined by Longman 

dictionary of contemporary English as the 

way you think about something and your 

idea of what it is like or the way that you 

notice things with your senses of sight, 

hearing etc., and the natural ability to 

understand or notice things quickly. In 

philosophy, psychology, and cognitive 

science, perception is the process of 

attaining awareness or understanding of 

sensory information. Hernon and Altman 

(1988) described perception as the 

impression created from library interaction 

about the services given to the users. 

Advocacy on the other hand is an active 

verbal support for a cause or a position. 

Advocacy is a key idea in any information 

environment, especially libraries. Hence 

library advocacy can be simply referred to 

as an active verbal support or awareness for 

the wide range of information services being 

provided by the library. 

According to Adeloye (2003), library 

advocacy can be referred to as the method 

adopted to facilitate provision of 

information resources to library user, by 

making sure that users are aware of the 

resources available in the library. Several 

studies examined the components and 

techniques adopted to advocate for the 

library. According to Nkanga (2002), 

advocacy techniques such as personal 

contact, circulars, memos, telephone call, 

meeting, direct mailing, displays, talks, 

newsletters, library tours and leaflets were 

widely used. Adeloye (2003) in his view 

stated that advocacy techniques such as 

brochures, library guides and exhibitions are 

good examples of practical ideas, and can 

help to promote library service. Also, 

according to Ju (2006), internet can serve as 

a means to advocate for library services and 

the techniques used to promote library 

website include; circulation expire alert, 

cross search and library portals. 

Library information resources are 

items that contain information in both print 

and electronic formats.Popoola and Haliso 

(2009) described information resources as 

those information bearing materials in both 

print and non-print formats. Information 

resources encompass all types of data 

carriers that may be utilized to support and 

stimulate productive research and 

development initiatives. Information 

resources according to Oyewusi and 

Oyeboade (2009) are traditional print on 

paper media like textbooks , journals , 

indexes , abstracts , newspapers and 

magazines , reports, but also audio visual 

materials like CD-ROMs, databases , 

internet/cassettes , diskettes , magnetic disks 

, computers , microforms , and so on. 

Olagunju and Abiola (2012) stated that the 

use of library information resource bring 

about fruitful learning since it stimulate the 

students hunger for knowledge as well as 

motivates them. Clabo (2014) pointed out 

that that undergraduate use library 

information resources for recreational 

reading, for completing assignments and for 

reference purposes.  

Information users use library 

information resources to carry out their 

functions of learning and research. There are 

however different types of information 

resources. Primary information resources, 

which includes journals, technical reports, 

dissertations, theses and conference reports; 

are where new research or hypotheses are 

initially presented, and it varies by field. 

Primary resources are the original source of 

information. Secondary information 

resources, such as textbooks, indexes, 

abstracts, bibliographies etc. give more 

digested summary of a subject. Secondary 
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information resources are sources that 

interpret or condense primary resources, it 

also modify, interpret and rearrange primary 

resources in order to satisfy the information 

needs of users. Tertiary information 

resources are information sources such as 

reference materials, records facts, and a brief 

explanation of essential information. 

Encyclopedias, dictionaries, biographies, 

yearbooks, handbooks almanacs etc. are 

some of the most common tertiary 

information resources. Secondary and 

tertiary information resources constitute the 

reference sources of information that are 

mainly used in the library by reference 

librarians to answer user’s queries. 

Libraries must engage in advocacy 

so as to create awareness on the available 

information resources housed in the library, 

which could help in satisfying the 

information needs of students. If users are 

not aware of the services and the 

information resources available in the 

library, there is no how they can benefit 

from them. Hence, the preoccupation of this 

study to investigate the perception of library 

advocacy and use of library information 

resources among distance learning students 

of university of Ibadan. 

 

Statement of the problem 
Quality and readily available information 

resources in various formats are required in 

order for students to advance in their 

academic endeavour. Libraries exist to meet 

the information needs of their patrons. 

However, it has been observed that library 

users especially the distance learning 

students, are underutilizing the library due to 

their negative perception of the library. 

Some view the library as just a place where 

books are stored, while some others assume 

the library cannot have the exact information 

resources they may require.  The purpose of 

this study is, therefore, to investigate the 

perceptions of library advocacy and 

information resource use among university 

of Ibadan distance learning centre students.  

 

Objective of the study 
The main objective of the study is to 

determine the perception of library advocacy 

and information resources use among 

distance learning students of University of 

Ibadan. The specific objectives are to: 

1. determine the perception of library 

advocacy by distance learning 

students of University of Ibadan; 

2. examine the types of library 

information resources used by 

distance learning centre students; 

3. ascertain the purpose of use of 

library information resources by 

distance learning centre students; 

4. investigate the frequency of use of 

library information resources by 

distance learning centre students; 

5. identify the constraints to the use of 

library information resources by 

distance learning centre students; and 

6. explore the relationship between 

distance learning centre students 

perception of library advocacy and 

use of library information resources 

by distance learning centre students.  

 

Research questions 
The following research questions were 

raised to guide this study: 

1. What is the perception of library 

advocacy by distance learning 

students of University of Ibadan?  

2. What are the types of library 

information resources used by 

distance learning centre students? 

3. What are the purpose of use of 

library information resources by 

distance learning centre students? 

4. What is the frequency of use of 

library information resources by 

distance learning centre students? 
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5. What are the constraints to the use of 

library information resources by 

distance learning centre students? 

6. What is the relationship between 

distance learning centre students 

perception of library advocacy and 

use of library information resources 

by distance learning centre students? 

 

Research hypothesis 
The null hypothesis was tested at 0.05 level 

of significance: 

 

Ho: There is no significant 

relationship between perception of 

library advocacy and use of library 

information resources by distance 

learning centre students. 

 

Literature review 
Dulle and Minishi-Majanja (2010) stated 

that awareness has been acknowledged as an 

important factor that determines usage of 

information resources. This review suggests 

that awareness brings about use of library 

information resources. For instance, a 

student who is not aware that the cost of 

accessing online databases (such as EBSCO 

host) which the university library provides is 

incorporated in the school fees and had been 

paid by him or her may be deterred from 

using such resources ignorantly (in the 

thinking that only those that pay use it). 

Thus, awareness can be directly linked with 

use. One has to be aware that something 

exists before thinking of making use of it. 

This implies that use of library resources 

may be affected by the level of awareness. 

Advocacy is the act of supporting, 

defending, or arguing for a specific cause or 

issue. The purpose of advocacy is to bring 

about change, whether it was accomplished 

through raising public awareness, increasing 

support, or influencing policy for a certain 

issue. Library advocacy is the deliberate, 

sustained effort to foster understanding of 

the library program while influencing the 

attitudes of stakeholders. It entails 

promotion of libraries or library services and 

resources in the public domain. For 

advocacy to succeed as a concept, it has to 

employ marketing strategies. Kotler (2002) 

says that marketing deals with identifying 

and meeting human and social needs. Besant 

(2002) supports Kotler and argues that 

librarians and information professionals 

using this concept are heading for success. 

There are different methods to 

advocate for libraries, one of which is media 

campaigns. Media campaign entails the use 

of media technologies to reach a large 

audience via mass communication. The 

technologies through which this 

communication takes place include a variety 

of outlets such as: film, radio, recorded 

music, or television. Another one is public 

speaking (oratory), which is the process or 

act of performing a speech to a live 

audience. This type of speech is deliberately 

structured with three general purposes: to 

inform, to persuade and to entertain. Also, 

lobbying is a part of the methods used for 

library advocacy. Lobbying is a form of 

advocacy wherein a direct approach is made 

to library management on an issue that plays 

a significant role in information service 

delivery to the library users. 

Library information resources are 

information resources or information 

materials available in the library for use by 

the library users. These resources are usually 

selected, acquired, processed, organised and 

stored by trained and professional librarians. 

According to Aina (2004), library 

information resources are information 

carriers which appear in a variety of formats 

such as books, serials, maps, compact disc, 

etc. In words of Akinpelu as cited in 

Abdulganiy (2014), library information 

resources are potential information 

contained in the information carriers in the 

library collection. According to Ezekwe and 
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Muokebe (2012), library materials can be 

defined as any material capable of 

conveying information and ideas, 

imaginative or factual, which can be 

organised for use. They further explained 

that information services in the library are 

offered using various types of books and 

non-book materials in various formats 

formally known as library stock, information 

materials, library materials, or library 

resources. Basey (2006), asserts that 

libraries are concerned with providing 

information materials and services to its user 

community.  

    Library collections contain a variety of 

materials. Contemporary libraries maintain 

collections that include not only printed 

materials such as manuscripts, books, 

newspapers, and magazines, but also art 

reproductions, films, sound and video 

recordings, maps, photographs, microfiches, 

CD-ROMs, computer software, online 

databases, and other media (Ezekwe and 

Muokebe 2012). Electronic resources which 

is a category of library information 

resources is a system in which information 

is stored electronically and made accessible 

through electronic system and computer 

networks. Aina, Mutula, and Tiamiyu (2008) 

stated that electronic resources are 

information resources that are available in 

computer processable form. In addition to 

maintaining collections within library 

buildings, modern libraries often feature 

telecommunications links that provide users 

with access to information at remote sites.  

The effectiveness of any library is a 

function of the quality of information 

resources and services readily available for 

use by the library users. Awana (2007) 

stressed that the acquired information 

resources by a library would be a waste of 

funds if the acquired resources are not 

utilised by users. Tables, chairs, shelves and 

other library infrastructure would be object 

of decorations if they are not serving as 

enabling facilities for access to and use of 

information resources in the library. From 

acquisition to processing and organisation, 

the critical consideration is always to meet 

the information needs of the library users. 

Findings of a study carried out by Jamogha 

and Godwin (2019) on library information 

resources use by undergraduate students 

showed that the level of use of library 

information resources was generally low. 

This study however pointed to lack of 

awareness of library information resources 

and services by students as the cause of the 

low usage of the library. Also, lack of 

needed information resources in a library 

could affect usage by the library users. 

Olajide and Adio (2017) examined the 

utilization of university library resources by 

undergraduate students at the Federal 

University Oye-Ekiti, Nigeria. They found 

that library resources like abstract, indexes, 

yearbooks, atlas were neither satisfactory 

nor readily available for use. 

On the purpose of use, library 

information resources are used for various 

purposes. Agyekummer and Filson (2012) 

found in their study that most of the students 

use library resources and services to 

supplement their class notes, for 

assignments and for examination 

preparation. Clabo (2002) pointed out that 

students use library resources for 

recreational readings, for reference purposes 

and doing their assignments. Folorunso and 

Njoku (2016) study showed that the most 

prominent purpose of using the library 

resources was to study and read for 

examinations. Many of the students also use 

the library to search for materials for 

assignments and to do research work, as 

well to read newspaper or participate in a 

group discussion. 

Amusa and Iyoro (2013) observed in 

their study that majority of the student 

(60%) used the library resources to study, 

read and also for research. Agboola and 
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Bamigboye (2011) in their study reported 

the extent of use of library resources either 

in print or electronic form in each of the 

three University they examined. Their 

findings shows that in University of Ibadan 

181 (49%) respondents said they made use 

of information resources very often, 120 

(32%) said often, 40 (11%) said 

occasionally while only 31 (8%) said they 

never made use of information resources in 

the library. In University of Abuja, 110 

(40%) indicated very often, 95 (34%) said 

often, 53 (19%) said occasionally while 20 

(7%) indicated never. In Olabisi Onabanjo 

University, 60 (23%) indicated very often, 

56 (21%) said often, 88 (34%) said 

occasionally while 58 (22%) said never. 

Oluwatobi, Ehiogbae, Aluko-Arowolo and 

Onasote (2014) study revealed that most 

frequently used library materials is online 

database and this is followed by 

Dictionaries, books, encyclopedia which are 

used daily while the least use materials is 

CD-ROM database. Okiy (2000) study 

indicated that respondents used books more 

than other materials. 

 

Methods 
The descriptive survey research design was 

adopted for this study. The population of 

this study consists of all the 8572 distance 

learning students of University of Ibadan, 

Ibadan, Oyo state, Nigeria. Two stage 

random sampling technique was adopted for 

the study. At the first stage, 60% of the 19 

departments on the distance learning 

programmed in the University of Ibadan was 

selected. The 60% of the 19 departments 

gives 11 departments (English, Economics, 

Library, Archival and Information Studies, 

Adult Education, Philosophy, Sociology, 

Guidance and Counseling, Political science, 

Philology). At the second stage, 4% 

sampling fraction was used to select the 

sample size of 256 from the 11 departments. 

 

Results 
Research question 1: What is the 

perception of library advocacy by distance 

learning students of University of Ibadan? 

 

Table 1: Perception of library advocacy by distance learning students of University of 

Ibadan 

Items SD D A SA  S.D 

I feel that library advocacy will create 

rooms for library development 

- 

 

3 

1.4% 

103 

46.8% 

114 

51.8

% 

3.50 0.52

8 

I feel that library advocacy will create 

awareness for library needs and wants 

- 

 

2 

0.9% 

113 

51.4% 

105 

47.7

% 

3.47 0.51

8 

I feel that library advocacy will allow the 

library to acquire more information 

resources 

- 

 

7 

3.2% 

109 

49.5% 

104 

47.3

% 

3.44 0.55

8 

I feel that library advocacy will 

communicate the needs of the library to the 

public, organisation, government 

- 

 

9 

4.1% 

115 

52.3% 

96 

43.6

% 

3.40 0.56

8 

I feel that library advocacy will create 

awareness of the library service 

1 

0.5% 

8 

3.6% 

116 

52.7% 

95 

43.2

% 

3.39 0.58

2 

I feel that library advocacy will bring more 5 8 113 94 3.35 0.66
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users to the library 2.3% 3.6% 51.4% 42.7

% 

1 

I feel that library advocacy will ensure that 

users are aware of the available resources in 

the library 

6 

2.7% 

6 

2.7% 

128 

58.2% 

80 

36.4

% 

3.28 0.65

0 

 

Table 1 shows the perception of 

students about library advocacy. “I feel that 

library advocacy will create rooms for 

library development” ( =3.50) was their 

major perception about library advocacy, 

and was followed by “I feel that library 

advocacy will create awareness for library 

needs and wants” ( =3.47), “I feel that 

library advocacy will allow the library to 

acquire more information resources” (

=3.44), “I feel that library advocacy will 

communicate the needs of the library to the 

public, organisation, government” (

=3.40), “I feel that library advocacy will 

create awareness of the library service” (

=3.39), “I feel that library advocacy will 

bring more users to the library” ( =3.35), 

and lastly “I feel that library advocacy will 

ensure that users are aware of the available 

resources in the library” ( =3.28) 

respectively. 

Hence, the perception of students 

about library advocacy is that it create 

rooms for library development, awareness 

for library needs and wants, to acquire more 

information resources, and lastly to 

communicate the needs of the library to the 

public, organisation and government. 

 

Research question 2: What are the library 

information resources used by distance 

learning centre students? 

 

Table 2: library information resources used 

Library information 

resources 

Not used Used 

Books 3(1.4%) 217(98.6%) 

Dictionaries 35(15.9%) 185(84.1%) 

Journals 122(55.5%) 98(44.5%) 

Handbooks 126(57.3%) 94(42.7%) 

Directories 135(61.4%) 85(38.6%) 

Atlases 147(66.8%) 73(33.2%) 

Reports 138(62.7%) 82(37.3%) 

Abstracts/Indexes 142(64.5%) 78(35.5%) 

Bibliographies 123(55.9%) 97(44.1%) 

Newspaper/Magazines 122(55.5%) 98(44.5%) 

Almanacs 112(50.9%) 108(49.1%) 

Encyclopedias 96(43.6%) 124(56.4%) 

Internet 85(38.6%) 135(61.4%) 

Databases 95(43.2%) 125(56.8%) 

Audio visual material 81(36.8%) 139(63.2%) 

 

Table 2 shows the types of library 

information resources used by distance 

learning centre students. Books are the main 

library information resources used by 

distance learning students, and was followed 

in succession by dictionaries, audio visual 

material, Internet, databases, encyclopedias, 

almanacs, journals, newspaper/magazines, 
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bibliographies, handbooks, directories, 

reports, abstracts/indexes, and lastly by 

atlases respectively. 

 

Research question 3: What are the 

purposes of use of library information 

resources by distance learning centre 

students? 

 

Table 3: Purposes of use of library information resources 

Purpose SD D A SA  S.D 

I use LIR for class activities 3 

1.4% 

18 

8.2% 

121 

55.0% 

78 

35.5

% 

3.25 0.65

8 

I use LIR for group work 3 

1.4% 

22 

10.0% 

113 

51.4% 

82 

37.3

% 

3.25 0.68

5 

I use LIR for my research work 11 

5.0% 

20 

9.1% 

100 

45.5% 

89 

40.5

% 

3.21 0.80

8 

I use LIR for examination 

preparation 

7 

3.2% 

28 

12.7% 

108 

49.1% 

77 

35.0

% 

3.16 0.76

3 

I use LIR to update my 

knowledge and supplement my 

personal reading 

11 

5.0% 

22 

10.0% 

113 

51.4% 

74 

33.6

% 

3.14 0.78

8 

I use LIR for entertainment 14 

6.4% 

43 

19.5% 

87 

39.5% 

76 

34.5

% 

3.02 0.89

4 

I use LIR for information 

communication technology 

trends 

13 

5.9% 

32 

14.5% 

117 

53.2% 

58 

26.4

% 

3.00 0.80

5 

I use LIR to learn difficult or 

challenging subjects 

13 

5.9% 

47 

21.4% 

89 

40.5% 

71 

32.3

% 

2.99 0.88

1 

I use LIR for personal tutorials 17 

7.7% 

36 

16.4% 

99 

45.0% 

68 

30.9

% 

2.99 0.88

6 

 

Table 3 shows the purposes of library 

information resources use by distance 

learning centre students. “I use LIR for class 

activities” ( =3.25), was ranked highest by 

the mean score as the main purpose of use of 

library information resources and was 

followed by “I use LIR for group work” (

=3.25), “I use LIR for my research work” (

=3.21), “I use LIR for examination 

preparation” ( =3.16), “I use LIR to update 

my knowledge and supplement my personal 

reading” ( =3.14), “I use LIR for 

entertainment” ( =3.02), “I use LIR for 

information communication technology 

trends” ( =3.00), “I use LIR to learn 

difficult or challenging subjects” ( =2.99), 

and lastly “I use LIR for personal tutorials” (

=2.99). 

Hence, the purpose of use of library 

information resources by distance learning 

centre students include class activities, 

group work, research work, examination 
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preparation, and to update their knowledge 

and supplement personal reading. 

 

Research question 4: What is the frequency 

of use of library information resources by 

distance learning centre students? 

Table 4 shows the frequency of use 

of library information resources by distance 

learning centre students.  

 

Table 4: Frequency of use of library information resources 
Library information 

resources 
Never Monthly Weekly Twice a week Daily 

 

SD 

Books 16 
7.3% 

37 
16.8% 

39 
17.7% 

42 
19.1% 

86 
39.1

% 

3.66 1.33

7 

Dictionaries 30 
13.6

% 

19 
8.6% 

47 
21.4% 

70 
31.8% 

54 
24.5

% 

3.45 1.31

8 

Journals 74 
33.6

% 

25 
11.4% 

43 
19.5% 

52 
23.6% 

26 
11.8

% 

2.69 1.44

2 

Handbooks 63 
28.6

% 

37 
16.8% 

41 
18.6% 

54 
24.5% 

25 
11.4

% 

2.73 1.39

7 

Directories 88 
40.0

% 

40 
18.2% 

19 
8.6% 

43 
19.5% 

30 
13.6

% 

2.49 1.50

6 

Atlases 89 
40.5

% 

39 
17.7% 

15 
6.8% 

47 
21.4% 

30 
13.6

% 

2.50 1.52

2 

Reports 83 
37.7

% 

41 
18.6% 

18 
8.2% 

57 
25.9% 

21 
9.5% 

2.51 1.45

1 

Abstracts/Indexes 96 
43.6

% 

36 
16.4% 

18 
8.2% 

43 
19.5% 

27 
12.3

% 

2.40 1.50

0 

Bibliographies 80 
36.4

% 

30 
13.6% 

18 
8.2% 

68 
30.9% 

24 
10.9

% 

2.66 1.49

4 

Newspaper/Magazines 77 
35.0

% 

32 
14.5% 

30 
13.6% 

49 
22.3% 

32 
14.5

% 

2.67 1.50

0 

Almanacs 62 
28.2

% 

48 
21.8% 

22 
10.0% 

58 
26.4% 

30 
13.6

% 

2.75 1.45

0 

Encyclopedias 61 
27.7

% 

36 
16.4% 

33 
15.0% 

55 
25.0% 

35 
15.9

% 

2.85 1.46

5 

Internet 56 
25.5

% 

29 
13.2% 

26 
11.8% 

50 
22.7% 

59 
26.8

% 

3.12 1.56

4 

Databases 51 32 32 56 49 3.09 1.49
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23.2

% 
14.5% 14.5% 25.5% 22.3

% 
0 

Audio visual material 52 
23.6

% 

35 
15.9% 

47 
21.4% 

47 
21.4% 

39 
17.7

% 

2.94 1.42

6 

 

 

                  Table 4.1 Test of norm showing the frequency of use of library information resources by 

distance learning centre students 

Interval Mean 

index 

Frequency of use Frequency Percentage 

0-15 
 

Never 8 3.6 

16-30 
 

Monthly 46 20.9 

31-45 42.5136 Weekly 67 30.5 

46-60 
 

Twice a week 73 33.2 

61-75 
 

Daily 26 11.8 

 

Table 4.1 shows the percentage frequency of 

use of library information resources by 

distance learning centre students. 3.6% 

(n=8) students never use the library, 20.9% 

(n=46) students do use the resources on a 

monthly basis, 30.5% (n=67) students do 

use the resources on a weekly basis, 33.2% 

(n=73) students do use the resource twice a 

week, and 11.8% (n=26) students use the 

resources on a daily basis.  

 

Research question five: What are the 

constraints to the use of library information 

resources by distance learning centre 

students? 

 

   Table 5: Constraints to the use of library information resources 

Constraints SD D A SA 
 

SD 

Insufficient computers 14 

6.4% 

23 

10.5% 

100 

45.5% 

83 

37.7

% 

3.15 0.84

8 

Inadequacy of current LIR 20 

9.1% 

19 

8.6% 

94 

42.7% 

87 

39.5

% 

3.13 0.91

3 

Interrupted power supply 24 

10.9

% 

24 

10.9% 

87 

39.5% 

85 

38.6

% 

3.06 0.96

6 

Inadequate reading facilities in the 

library 

23 

10.5

% 

34 

15.5% 

90 

40.9% 

73 

33.2

% 

2.97 0.95

3 

Problem of internet connectivity 21 

9.5% 

31 

14.1% 

111 

50.5% 

57 

25.9

% 

2.93 0.88

3 

Noise from fellow students 18 

8.2% 

35 

15.9% 

112 

50.9% 

55 

25.0

% 

2.93 0.85

7 
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Inadequate personnel in the library to 

assist in getting needed information 

16 

7.3% 

28 

12.7% 

132 

60.0% 

44 

20.0

% 

2.93 0.78

5 

Poor local area network connection 20 

9.1% 

40 

18.2% 

98 

44.5% 

62 

28.2

% 

2.92 0.90

8 

Lack of up to date information resources 22 

10.0

% 

39 

17.7% 

94 

42.7% 

65 

29.5

% 

2.92 0.93

3 

Poor organisation of LIR 40 

18.2

% 

38 

17.3% 

75 

34.1% 

67 

30.5

% 

2.77 1.07

5 

Misplacement of print information 

resources 

32 

14.5

% 

56 

25.5% 

67 

30.5% 

65 

29.5

% 

2.75 1.03

6 

Inadequate multiple copies of books 43 

19.5

% 

55 

25.0% 

65 

29.5% 

57 

25.9

% 

2.62 1.07

3 

Mutilation of print information 

resources 

41 

18.6

% 

50 

22.7% 

85 

38.6% 

44 

20.0

% 

2.60 1.00

9 

 

Table 5 shows the constraints to the use of 

library information resources by distance 

learning centre students. “Insufficient 

computers” ( =3.15) was ranked highest by 

the mean score as the major constraints to 

the use of library information resources by 

distance learning centre students, and was 

followed in success by “Inadequacy of 

current LIR” ( =3.13), “Interrupted power 

supply” ( =3.06), “Inadequate reading 

facilities in the library” ( =2.97), “Problem 

of internet connectivity” ( =2.93), “Noise 

from fellow students” ( =2.93), 

“Inadequate personnel in the library to assist 

in getting needed information” ( =2.93), 

“Poor local area network connection” (

=2.92), “Lack of up to date information 

resources” ( =2.92), “Poor organisation of 

LIR” ( =2.77), “Misplacement of print 

information resources” ( =2.75), 

“Inadequate multiple copies of books” (

=2.62), and lastly “Mutilation of print 

information resources” ( =2.60). 

 

Research question six: What is the 

relationship between distance learning 

centre students perception of library 

advocacy and use of library information 

resources by distance learning centre 

students? 
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Table 6: Pearson’s product moment correlation (PPMC) showing the relationship between 

student perception of library advocacy and use of library information resources 

Variables Mean Std. Dev. n R p-

value 

Remarks 

Perception of library advocacy 

 

Use of library information resources 

23.822

7 

 

30.990

9 

2.81068 

 

5.64553 

 

220 

 

.421* 

 

<.001 

 

Sig. 

* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed). 

 

Table 6 shows that there is a significant 

relationship between students perception of 

library advocacy and use of library 

information resources (r=.421, n=220, 

p(.000)<.05). Hence, perception of library 

advocacy influenced/enhanced the use of 

library information resources by distance 

learning centre students in the study. 

 

Discussion 
The generality of the distance learning 

centre students agreed that library advocacy 

creates awareness of library needs and wants 

and will also bring about development to the 

library system. It was also the view of the 

majority of the students that library 

advocacy will ensure that users are aware of 

the available resources in the library .This 

implies that through the efforts of the 

librarian and library advocates, most of the 

distance learning centre students are familiar 

with the library and the opportunities that 

the use of the library will open them to. So, 

advocacy is an important task that the 

library should carry out especially in this 

present age where some libraries are facing 

user apathy. If library advocacy is well 

coordinated, it will facilitate library use. 

The types of library information 

resources use by students include the 

following: books,  dictionaries, audio visual 

material, internet, databases, encyclopedias, 

almanacs, journals,/magazines, 

bibliographies, handbooks, directories, 

reports, abstracts/indexes, atlases. Books 

appeared to be the most used library 

information resources by distance learning 

students, despite the fact that most of their 

lectures are offered online, they still make 

use of books. This shows that most students 

prefer reading hard copies than soft copies.  

Library information resources are 

used for the following reasons by distance 

learning students of University of Ibadan for 

class activities, for group work, for research 

work, examination preparation, to update 

knowledge and supplement personal 

reading, for entertainment, for information 

communication technology trends, to learn 

difficult or challenging subjects, and for 

personal tutorial. The study indicated that 

distance learning centre students of 

University of Ibadan, use library information 

resources for their class activities the most, 

followed by for group work and for research 

work. Personal tutorials ranks last as one of 

the purposes for using library information 

resources by distance learning students of 

University of Ibadan. 

The study showed that the 

respondents use library information 

resources at different frequencies. Books 

appeared to be the most frequently used 

library information resource by the 

respondents, while abstracts/indexes are the 

least frequently used. The distance learning 

centre students of University of Ibadan do 

more of assignment and the need to consult 

books for their assignments is high.  
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Some of the identified constraints to 

the use of library information resources by 

distance learning centre students of 

University of Ibadan include: insufficient 

computers, inadequacy of current LIR, 

interrupted power supply, inadequate 

reading facilities in the library, problem of 

internet connectivity, noise from fellow 

students, inadequate personnel in the library 

to assist in getting needed information, poor 

local area network connection, lack of up-to-

date information resources, poor 

organization of LIR, misplacement of print 

information resources, inadequate multiple 

copies of books, and mutilation of print 

information resources.  

The findings of this study is tandem 

with the submission of Bogale (2010), that 

inadequacy of relevant information 

resources, lack of professional personnel and 

shortage of budget, were the main problems 

facing university libraries in provision of 

information resources and services to their 

target users.  

The study that showed that there is a 

significant relationship between students’ 

perception of library advocacy and use of 

library information resources. In other 

words, perception of library advocacy 

influenced or enhanced the use of library 

information resources by distance learning 

centre students of the University of Ibadan. 

 

Conclusion 
The study established that there is a 

significant positive relationship between 

perception of library advocacy and use of 

library information resources. The study also 

showed that library advocacy will bring 

about improved library information 

resources and services, which would in turn 

facilitate effective and efficient use by the 

library users. 

1. Libraries should exert more efforts 

on library advocacy to create more 

awareness for users about the 

benefits embedded in using the 

library. 

2. Library funding should be improved 

so as to enable the library acquire 

adequate information resources and 

required facilities. 

3. There should be a synergy among 

lecturers, students and librarians in 

order to facilitate more effective and 

efficient use of the library 

information resources and services. 
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