
Tropical Journal of Arts and Humanities, 3(2), 1 – 14, 2021  

ISSN: 2645-2529 (Print) 2645-2537 (Online) Available online at credencepressltd.com 

10.47524/tjah.v3i2.2 

 

Economic growth, population expansion and conflict in Kaduna 

metropolis, 1917-2017: Appraisal of some trigger factors 
 

Prof. Terhemba Wuam and Gaius Jatau, PhD 

Department of History 

Kaduna State University 

Kaduna, Nigeria 

E-mail: terhembawuam@yahoo.co.uk 

Cell: +2348050838303 

 

Abstract 
This paper appraises the economic growth, population expansion and the attendant conflict Kaduna metropolis 

from its inception in 1917 to 2017 when the city celebrated a centennial of its existence. It interacted with 

available primary and secondary sources of data such as journals and books and deploys the historical methods 

of descriptive analysis to chronicle the growth and expansion of the city from its foundations, the influx to and 

acceleration of its population, the ethno-religious and cultural heterogeneity of the city. The findings from an 

appraisal of the economic and industrial foundation of the city, indicates that this was a key driver of the 

population growth and influx in the second half of the twentieth century. The paper argues that the decline of 

industries and the weak infrastructural base of the city relative to its growth alongside ethnic and religious 

diversities are triggers of inter-ethnic/inter-religious and urban conflict in Kaduna State.  It, thus, concludes that 

healthy intergroup relations, economic growth and addressing the infrastructural deficit in Kaduna will create 

conditions for peaceful co-existence and the city‟s economic revival. 

 

Introduction  

Kaduna emerged as a city and capital of 

Northern Nigeria and later rose to become 

the state capital of the then North-Central 

State and the old Kaduna State between 

1967 and 1987. This is traceable to events 

of the 19
th

 century. The United Kingdom 

and other European countries decided to 

turn their imperial gaze upon Africa during 

that century. From the establishment of the 

British consulate in Lagos in 1851 to the 

emergence of the Royal Niger Company 

and the Berlin Conference on Africa from 

1884-1885 and the subsequent wars of 

conquest and pacifications of the people of 

Nigeria, the British were by the turn of the 

twentieth century and in the first decade of 

the century well on their way to 

dominating and control of the area. Having 

declared a protectorate over both the 

Northern and Southern Nigeria areas by 

the turn of the twentieth century, the 

British consciously sought out locations 

for establishing their administrative 

headquarters and capital cities. In Northern 

Nigeria, several capitals were attempted 

before the emergence of Kaduna. These 

include Lokoja, Jebba and Zungeru. 

However, even before the British could 

settle down in Zungeru, the High 

Commissioner for the Northern 

Protectorate, Sir Frederick Lugard, aware 

of its limitations was already planning 

towards finding a more suitable and 

conducive location to serve not just as the 

capital of Northern Nigeria, but possibly 

that of an amalgamated Nigerian 

federation that the colonial administrations 

in the two protectorates were working 

towards.  

Although Lugard‟s idea of Kaduna 

as the headquarters of a united Nigeria fell 

through, its future as a great political and 

administrative centre was assured. This is 

because Kaduna, next to Abuja and Lagos, 

was the most favoured city in terms of 

federal presence in Nigeria, thus 

cementing its role despite its status as the 

capital of Kaduna State which it assumed 

from 1987 when Katsina was created out 

of Kaduna, as a national city, and not 

merely a state capital. Even after 1967 

when states were created and the regional 

system abolished, Kaduna has continued to 

act as the unofficial headquarters of 

Northern Nigeria, with northern states 

maintaining liaison offices and residences 

alongside those of traditional rulers in the 

north. Northern chiefs started acquiring 

houses in Kaduna from the 1930s when the 

1



Terhemba Wuam and Gaius Jatau: Economic growth, population expansion and conflict in 

Kaduna metropolis, 1917-2017: Appraisal of some trigger factors 
 

 

Tropical Journal of Arts and Humanities, Volume 3, Number 2, 2021 
 

town started hosting annual meetings of 

Northern Nigeria chiefs. In March 1931 on 

the Kaduna-Zaria road on the then outskirt 

of the city, the colonial authorities had 

planned a layout, from which they 

allocated plots to traditional rulers from 

Sokoto, Ilorin and Benue provinces. This 

area would subsequently be known as the 

Unguwa Sarki Musulmi. With the colonial 

government encouraging them to establish 

permanent residences northern chiefs, 

beginning with the Emir of Kano and the 

Shehu of Borno bought plots in 1934. 

They were soon followed by the Sultan of 

Sokoto, the emirs of Gwandu, Argungu, 

Lafia, Nasarawa, Keffi, Zaria and Bauchi 

as well as the Aku of Wukari.
1
 According 

to Enoch Oyewola Oyedele, “this 

acquisition of landed property by the 

„traditional‟ ruling class of the region 

which span from 1931 to 1954 marked the 

genesis of a phenomenon which became 

dominant in the geo-politics of post-

colonial Kaduna.”
2
 Kaduna has thus 

remained a city of enormous cultural, 

political, religious and economic 

significance for the people of the North 

and Nigerians. The importance of Kaduna 

is demonstrated by Ashafa and Sani thus: 

  

Even without a Regional 

Government, Kaduna 

remains an important capital 

for the Northern states in 

Nigeria where the 19 States 

Governors, as well as the 

Council of Northern 

Traditional Rulers, meet 

regularly to discuss.
3
  

                                                           
1
Enoch Oyewola Oyedele, “Colonial Urbanisation 

in Northern Nigeria: Kaduna 1913-1960,” PhD 
Thesis, Department of History, Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria, 1987, 407-8, 410. 
2
Enoch Oyewola Oyedele, “Colonial Urbanisation 

in Northern Nigeria: Kaduna 1913-1960,” 409. 
3
Abdullahi M. Ashafa and Ashiru Sani, “Kaduna 

City: History, Culture, Challenges and Prospects,” 
in Patrick I. Ukase, Emmanuel O. Akubor and 
Augustine I. Onoja, eds., Urbanisation, Security 
and Development Issues in Nigeria, 1914-2014: 

 

Furthermore, the national headquarters of 

the pinnacle Muslim association, Jama‟atul 

Nasir Islam was established in 1963 in 

Kaduna, while the state headquarters of the 

Christian Association of Nigerian (CAN) 

was also established in the city in 1980 for 

the Christians, whereby the activities of 

the adherents of these two associations 

“profoundly influence developments and 

events in Kaduna city.”
4
 

The basis of this paper has been to 

seek to understand the extent to which the 

harmonious existence of the diverse people 

within the city has changed and what 

brought about these changes and what 

solutions can if any be provided to enable 

the spirit of peaceful coexistence for which 

the city had been known for over the past 

100 years of its existence to be rekindled 

and to be once again the preferred lived 

experience of the people of the city.  

  

Origins and foundations of kaduna as a 

capital city 

Following exploratory work, a Committee 

set up by Lugard, recommended the 

present site of Kaduna to be made the 

capital of Kaduna. The foundations for the 

development of the city were thus laid in 

1913. It will, however, take another four 

years for the emerging town to assume its 

position as the capital city, when in 1917 

the regional administrative machinery that 

was then based in Zungeru, relocated to 

the new city of Kaduna.  

As a capital city, right from the onset, 

Kaduna was destined to be a centre of 

administrative, political, military and 

                                                                                    
Festschrift in Honour of Professor Enoch Oyedele, 
Ahmadu Bello University Press Ltd., Zaria, 2016, 
239. 
4
Abdullahi M. Ashafa and Ashiru Sani, “Kaduna 

City,” 239. On the history of the establishment of 
the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) in 
Kaduna see Yahaya Emmanuel Dauwa, “The Role 
of Christian Association of Nigeria in Kaduna 
Metropolis from 1980-2006,” B.A. History Project, 
Department of History, Kaduna State University, 
Kaduna, 2017. 
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economic significance. The decision to 

create a new city and make it the 

headquarters of the new Northern Nigeria 

Protectorate was underscored right from 

the beginning by the British desire to have 

a city that was not beholden to any major 

ethnic group, but which would be a city 

that all the peoples of the North would 

regard as theirs. The conception of Kaduna 

from the onset by the British was therefore 

that of a melting pot that all Nigerians, 

irrespective of ethnicity and religion would 

be able to call home. 

By the role that Kaduna was 

established to play, it was meant to be a 

melting pot. It was the capital and 

administrative headquarters of Northern 

Nigeria, and by that, it was meant to be the 

city of all people of the North and by 

extension all Nigerians. This was to be 

irrespective of the region (later state), 

religion and ethnicity. To a large extent, 

the Kaduna metropolis performed this 

function of being a city for all and did not 

embrace the toga of sectional identity in its 

letter and spirit. This point is well 

illustrated by Chinedu N. Ubah that: 

 

Kaduna survived all these 

structural changes with her 

shoulders still high. The 

creation of states was 

intended to destroy 

regionalism, but Kaduna as 

the focal power-point of the 

North lost very little. True, 

she could not direct other 

capitals, but its political 

pre-eminence among the 

cities in the Northern 

political firmament is not in 

doubt. But this is, to put it 

mildly. Strictly speaking, 

outside Abuja, Kaduna has 

no rival as a power engine 

as far as major issues 

affecting the country are 

concerned.
5
 

  

This was despite the realities of housing 

people of different cultural backgrounds in 

the city. However, unlike the other 

established cities like Kano and Zaria and 

Sokoto there existed in Kaduna no ancient 

Birni. Despite certain the segregated 

policy the town was certainly more 

integrated than many of the other Northern 

Nigeria cities. 

Throughout its formation in 1913 

and assumption as the capital of the 

Northern Region in 1917, Kaduna has 

witnessed several changes ranging from 

demographic, economic, social, political to 

administrative ones, as well as issues that 

have related to the welfare and security of 

lives and property of residents of different 

backgrounds and persuasions. 

 

Migration into Kaduna and the 

Challenge of heterogeneity  
Just as colonialism created the city of 

Kaduna, it equally created the dynamics of 

the intergroup relations that now exist 

among various Nigerian groups based on 

Nigerian nationhood and citizenship that 

permits residence without let or hindrance 

in any part of the federation. While 

concepts of indigeneship and settlers may 

have resonance in cities and the rural areas 

within states and are concepts upon which 

conflict and crisis and contestations are 

usually anchored, the broad outlines of 

equal citizenship in terms of political and 

civil rights across the country are 

recognisable for all Nigerians wherever 

they may choose to reside. The new 

Nigerian identity according to Saliba B. 

James was meant to bring with it “new 

                                                           
5
Chinedu N. Ubah, “Military Factor in Urbanisation 

in Nigeria: The Example of Kaduna,” in Abdullahi 
M. Ashafa, ed. Urbanisation and Infrastructure in 
Nigeria since the 20

th
 Century: Festschrift in 

Honour of Professor Ezzeldin Mukhtar 
Abdurahman, Kaduna State University, Kaduna, 
2011, 61. 
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political, economic and social relations in 

consonance with the new emphasis on rule 

of law and order… and introduction of 

western education and Christianity altered 

the dynamics of relationship among the 

different ethnic groups."
6
 The implication 

of the emergence of a Nigerian nation has 

been the intermixing of people brought 

together at higher levels of integration than 

would have been possible. Umar Ardo 

described the bringing together of such 

diverse groups under a single nation as the 

making of Nigeria into “a principal 

„linguistic crossroad‟ of the world.”
7
 

However, irrespective of the significance 

of the existence of Nigeria, given the 

differences in ethnicity, religion and 

political alignment frictions often arise 

within the different groups and explode 

when the recognized organs of the state in 

charge of law and order are unable to cope 

with such outbreaks. And these often 

become “serious element militating against 

Nigeria‟s national integration and unity.”
8
 

A situation that Ibrahim Jumare and 

Abubakar Sama‟ila have also noted as 

constituting a critical challenge to the issue 

of “how to contain the problems of ethno-

cultural diversity… and how to evolve a 

state-wide national identity”
9
 that is 

heterogeneous as well as writing.  

                                                           
6
 Saliba B. James, “Colonialism and the Dynamics 

of Intergroup Relations in Tangale-Waja Native 
Authority,” in Olayemi Akinwumi and Saliba B. 
James, eds., History in Nigeria: A Festschrift in 
Honour of Professor Saad Abubakar, Aboki 
Publishers, Makurdi, 2018, 231-232. 
7
Umar Ardo, “Nigeria and the Politics of National 

Integration: An Historical Overview,” in Olayemi 
Akinwumi and Saliba B. James, eds., History in 
Nigeria: A Festschrift in Honour of Professor Saad 
Abubakar, Aboki Publishers, Makurdi, 2018, 259. 
8
Umar Ardo, “Nigeria and the Politics of National 

Integration: An Historical Overview,” 360. 
9
 Ibrahim Jumare and Abubkar Sama’ila, 

“Amalgamation and the Challenges of National 
Unity and Integration in Nigeria: The Present 
against the Past,” Journal of History and Military 
Studies, Vol. 1, 2015, 156. 

A particular sector with an impact 

on inbound migration into Kaduna has 

been the Nigerian military establishment. 

The military through its various 

institutions and set-ups in Kaduna have 

contributed greatly to the population of the 

Kaduna metropolis. These contributions 

were in multiple numbers of ways. First, 

their presence guaranteed security and 

promoted the aura of Kaduna as an 

inclusive and peaceful city, where the 

security of lives and property was 

guaranteed. This perception held sway 

largely through the majority of the period 

of the city‟s existence. The second way in 

which the military installations in the city 

helped in fostering the cosmopolitan and 

highly national character of Kaduna was in 

the very orientation of the military which 

was a multi-ethnic and federalized entity 

that was highly integrated close to one 

another and no other institution or body of 

persons in Nigerian society and national 

life can compare with it.  

Concerning this, Chinedu N. Ubah 

has posited that this character of the 

military as a national glue emerged as a 

result of the following factors: 

 

The first is that service 

personnel on posting to 

Kaduna at various times 

(some of them came with 

their families and 

dependents) contributed to 

the steadily growing 

population of the city. The 

second, arising from the first, 

is that military personnel 

contributed to its 

cosmopolitan character. The 

military was often referred to, 

quite appropriately, as the 

most national of all Nigerian 

institutions.
10

 

 

                                                           
10

Chinedu N. Ubah, “Military Factor in 
Urbanisation in Nigeria,” 68. 
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Although the British had fostered a 

northernisation policy for the Nigerian 

army, the post-colonial army witnessed a 

concerted policy of Nigerianisation. 

Clearly, the factors that called for the 

Nigerianisation process that the military 

underwent and which benefited Kaduna 

metropolis are outlined as followed: 

 

First Nigerianisation of the 

officer-corps made it 

impossible for Northerners 

and Southerners to be kept 

away from each other. 

Secondly, the increasing 

sophistication of the Nigerian 

army called for some 

technical knowledge in the 

force; so the exclusion of any 

Nigerian from a corps or unit 

for reasons of his 

membership of an ethnic 

group was untenable. 

Thirdly, the attainment of 

independence by Nigeria 

meant that the years of divide 

and rule by the British were 

over. Fourthly, with the 

emergence of other armed 

services – the Navy and the 

Air Force – wider 

opportunities for service in 

the military opened for all 

Nigerians again making the 

policy of exclusionism 

irrelevant. Therefore, it has 

been possible for Nigerians 

from all parts of the country 

to serve in military units in 

Kaduna making the place far 

more cosmopolitan than the 

British liked.
11

 

 

As a result, the population of 

Kaduna was boosted by those with ties to 

the Nigerian military while they served in 

Kaduna. It was also further influenced by 

                                                           
11

Chinedu N. Ubah, “Military Factor in 
Urbanisation in Nigeria,” 68. 

the presence of ex-servicemen who upon 

retirement from the army choose to make 

Kaduna their home. A trend that had its 

origins in the pre-colonial era, when for 

instance “World War II veterans may have 

charted a course, which many subsequent 

military retirees are now following”
12

 and 

which continued up to the twenty-first 

century. And which “In their various ways 

they are all assisting in the transformation 

of the city through businesses and 

economic ventures of their own.”
13

 The 

ex-servicemen have most significantly 

added to the “expansion and development 

of the city but also to its 

cosmopolitanism.”
14

 

The pan-Nigerian nature of Kaduna 

reflective of the population resident in the 

town was evident in the 1963 census 

figures: 

 

                                                           
12

Chinedu N. Ubah, “Military Factor in 
Urbanisation in Nigeria,” 70. 
13

Chinedu N. Ubah, “Military Factor in 
Urbanisation in Nigeria,” 70. 
14

Chinedu N. Ubah, “Military Factor in 
Urbanisation in Nigeria,” 70. 
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Table 1: Ethnic Composition of Kaduna by 1963 

Ethnic Group Male Female Total Percentage 

Hausa 29,467 22,764 52,231 35.0 

Igbo 16,557 11,096 27,650 19.0 

Yoruba 9,639 7,030 16,669 11.0 

Bajju/Kaje 3,414 2,526 5,940 4.0 

Idoma 3,442 1,788 5,230 4.0 

Nupe 2,711 2,188 4,899 3.0 

Fulani 2,668 2,045 4,717 3.0 

Kanuri 1,599 985 2,584 2.0 

Edo 1,463 1,057 2,520 2.0 

Igala 1,498 731 2,229 2.0 

Tiv 1,434 726 2,160 2.0 

Gbagyi 1,072 1,019 2,091 1.0 

Other Nigerians 11,186 6,955 18,141 12.0 

Total 86,147 61,210 147,357 100.0 

Source: Military Governor‟s Office, Economic Planning Division, North-Central State of 

Nigeria Statistical Yearbook 1971, 17. 

 

              Table 2: Religion of Kaduna Residents in 1963 

Religion Population Percentage 

Islam 73,800 49.3 

Christianity 74,200 49.4 

Others 1,900 1.3 

Total 149,900 100.0 

Source: Military Governor‟s Office, Economic Planning Division, North-Central State of 

Nigeria Statistical Yearbook 1971, 17. 

 

The ethno-religious context of Kaduna 

state and urban violence 
Kaduna state is made up of several ethnic 

groups and in its present composition 

approximates to the old Zaria province 

with its division of southern Zaria and 

Zazzau which today has taken the 

nomenclature of Northern and Southern 

Kaduna. In the north, the population is 

largely composed of the Hausa and the 

Fulani who are largely Muslims, while in 

the South the population is made up of 

several ethnic nationalities, who are often 

largely Christians. During the colonial 

period, the centre of power and authority 

was the Zaria Native Authority under the 

control of the Emir of Zazzau and through 

the instrument of indirect rule, the British 

ruled the province through Zaria, which in 

turn appointed chiefs for the various 

peoples of the province, except for the 

already existing chiefdoms and emirates 

within the province that the British 

recognized.  

During the era of colonial rule, the 

southern Kaduna people felt marginalized 

and felt that they were experiencing 

colonialism within colonialism and often 

agitated as part of the middle belt forum 

for the creation of a Middle Belt State and 

identified themselves under nomenclatures 

as the Non-Muslim League. Under the 

ethnic and religious composition of 

Kaduna state and the very character of the 

agitations by the south which felt 

marginalized, Kaduna state has similar 

fault lines to those of the Nigerian nation-

state. And it is often along these fault lines 

that conflict, whether originating within 

Kaduna metropolis or in other parts of the 

Kaduna state usually come to have a direct 
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impact when it gets to the city and 

escalates.  

Kaduna for the greater part of its 

history has generally been a peaceful city. 

Its highly metropolitan population and 

outlook spared it from the fractious 

outburst of inter-ethnic skirmishes that 

Kano for instance experienced during the 

colonial period. The opening decade of 

independence and the First Republican 

administration was relatively peaceful for 

the city, but for the first military coup on 

15 January 1966 in Nigeria whose 

epicentre and command centre was 

Kaduna. While the plotters succeeded in 

killing the Sardauna of Sokoto and 

Premier of Northern Nigeria, Sir Ahmadu 

Bello, the city itself, was spared further 

violence, and there was no immediate 

descent into inter-ethnic conflict until in 

the aftermath of the counter-coup of 29 

July 1966, following which a general 

climate of violence against the Igbos in 

Northern Nigeria spiralled out of control. 

Kaduna also had its fair share of this 

generalized violence that sent out Igbo 

residents in the north back to the east.  

Apart from the violence induced by 

the 1966 coups, crises in Kaduna have 

often followed political, inter-ethnic and 

inter-religious dimensions. In 1998 in a 

review of Toyin Falola‟s book violence in 

Nigeria: The Crisis of Religious Politics 

and Secular Ideologies Funso Afolayan 

had described violence as the “most 

significant subject in the modern history of 

Nigeria.” This situation is indeed 

unfortunate, and that characterization has 

not significantly altered more than two 

decades after for the country. Afolayan‟s 

review traces the root of religious violence 

to “aggressive competition for dominance 

by adherents of Islam and Christianity” 

with clear examples about how religion 

can reinforce ethnicity and create the 

preconditions for inter-ethnic conflict.
15

 

                                                           
15

Funso Afolayan, “Review of: Violence in Nigeria: 
The Crisis of Religious Politics and Secular 
ideologies, by Toyin Falola, Rochester, NY: 

This contributes to increasing social 

polarization. These crises have illustrated 

religion and ethnicity are strong factors in 

the Nigerian national firmament that 

cannot simply be wished or hoped away 

considering their misuse as tools for 

political bargaining in the country.  

Given the makeup of the Nigerian 

nation with three dominant ethnic 

configurations and hundreds of other 

ethnic groups as well as being almost 

evenly divided into Christians and 

Muslims with the concentration of the 

three major ethnic groups into three 

distinct geographical regions of East, 

North and West, there have always existed 

fault lines along the ethnic, religious and 

regional proclivities acting out as sources 

of instability for the Nigerian state and 

further breeding conflict and violence 

within localities and urban centres as 

Kaduna.  

The context and prevalence of 

urban violence globally and in Nigeria has 

been explained by factors linked to 

economic, political and social exclusion 

where any of these factors can be triggered 

to explode in urban violence. The often 

high rapidity with which violence erupts in 

Nigerian cities has led to the evolving 

concept whereby political violence is 

deemed to be a normalized phenomenon in 

the country, whereby states lack the means 

and institutions by which conflicts can be 

resolved, which by itself again threatens 

the very fabric of the state ability to 

govern.
16

 Indeed, youths involved in the 

conflict in Kaduna metropolis are said to 

be drawn from “neighbourhoods, where 

certain criminal and delinquent behaviours 

                                                                                    
University of Rochester Press, 1988,” The 
International Journal of African Historical Studies, 
Volume 31, Number 3, 1998, 641. 
16

Igwe Ogbonaya Dickson, “Urban Violence: A 
Challenge to Institutional Strengthening in 
Nigeria,” in Abdullahi M. Ashafa, ed. Urbanisation 
and Infrastructure in Nigeria since the 20

th
 Century: 

Festschrift in Honour of Professor Ezzeldin Mukhtar 
Abdurahman, Kaduna State University, Kaduna, 
2011, 318-321. 
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are normalized. The economic segregation 

against these youths compels them to sell 

their services to politicians, religious 

leaders and/or ethnic chauvinists who will 

engage them in the act of conflicts with 

their perceived opposition or opponents.”
17

 

In Kaduna, the trend that these 

episodes of crises and violence have 

created contributed to normalizing 

violence in the metropolis. The 2011 

electoral crisis according to Ahmad 

Abdulsalam for instance “instilled criminal 

tendencies, defiance and impunity among 

large sections of the slum youth population 

which the Local Government apparatus 

finds challenging. In Unguwar Shanu, 

Unguwar Rimi, Kawo, Kabala, Barnawa, 

Sabon Tasha among other places the 

violence made the youths challenge the 

constituted authorities without fear.”
18

 

Urban violence according to Igwe O. 

Dickson, is largely tied to poverty as a 

very crucial factor in its outbreak, just as 

the poor also constitute the segment that 

“is generally worst affected by violence 

and urban conflict, and they can be 

considered as both victims and 

perpetrators.”
19

 

An understanding of the evolution 

of violence in Nigerian urban centres 

including Kaduna indicates that its 

evolution is traceable to the political and 

economic exclusion and its attendant 

effects. Violence from the 1970s onwards 

is seen as stemming from:  

 

...the social, political and 

economic exclusions that a 

large part of society suffers 

from amid very wealthy few 

                                                           
17

Bilkisu Aliyu Sadiq, “A Study of Youth Violence in 
Kawo Constituency since 1999-2011,” B.A. History 
Project, Department of History, Kaduna State 
University, Kaduna, 2016, 26. 
18

 Ahmad Abdulsalam, “The role of the Police in 
the Management of 2011 Post-Election Violence in 
Kaduna North Local Government Area of Kaduna 
State,” B.A. History Project, Kaduna State 
University, Kaduna, 2014, 33. 
19

Igwe Ogbonaya Dickson, “Urban Violence,” 325. 

power elites… In this regard, 

the risk factors that contribute 

to the degeneration of social 

conflict into violence is 

closely linked to the 

permanent economic, 

political and social inequality 

that has largely remained the 

same since the return of 

democracy.
20

 

 

The Economic exclusion which highlights 

the poverty in which many Nigerians live 

show that a vast majority of the population 

is poor and unemployed or underemployed 

in the country and that Nigeria suffers 

from a human development deficit with 

certain indices indicating that by 2003 

70.2% of Nigerians lived in poverty and 

had Africa‟s lowest life expectancy.
21

 In 

the midst of the poor is gradually been 

added a new class, that of the educated but 

employed, whose numbers have kept on 

increasing due to the positive growth and 

advances that Nigeria has made in all 

levels of education since western 

education began in Nigeria in the mid-

nineteenth century. Though its entrance 

into Northern Nigeria was delayed, the 

significant national progress has equally 

resonated in the north with the rapid 

expansion of tertiary education. 

Increasingly therefore the rising numbers 

of unemployed and underemployed 

educated youths, and even when 

employed, are poorly remunerated in 

Kaduna as in other parts of Nigeria 

constitute a fundamental source of 

instability rather than been a source of 

growth if the situation is not well-managed 

through the provision of employment 

opportunities and accelerated economic 

growth with the capacity to absorb the 

high level manpower being created 

annually as the educated increasingly 

come to feel frustrated and subordinated to 

                                                           
20

Igwe Ogbonaya Dickson, “Urban Violence,” 325-
6. 
21

Igwe Ogbonaya Dickson, “Urban Violence,” 327. 
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the whims of the city and national political 

and economic elite.
22

 

Although Kaduna state has existed 

for over 100 years since its creation in 

1913, the history of the town has largely 

been that of peace. The punctuations to 

that history of peaceful co-existence and 

mutual developments have largely 

occurred in the second half of the town‟s 

history, especially during the phase of the 

Fourth Republic that began with the return 

of democracy in 1999. While the economic 

indexes within the Fourth Republic have 

improved, the rate of violence and 

conflicts has also witnessed a 

corresponding growth in several hotspots 

across the country, one of which with a 

recurring decimal has been Kaduna.
23

 

Ashiru Sani described the situation in the 

state thus that:  

 

The Kaduna State area has 

since the late 20th century 

occupied a prominent 

position in the history of 

ethno-religious tensions and 

conflicts in Nigeria. It has 

experienced varied and 

complex conflicts, sometimes 

subtle and at other times 

violent, mostly expressed in 

ethno-religious forms. Linked 

with these has continuously 

been the question of 

                                                           
22

A study of the educated unemployed and their 
frustrations in Kenya in the late 1970s saw the 
urban uneducated as a source of social and 
political instability. See Emmit B. Evans, Jr. 
“Sources of Socio-Political Instability in an African 
State: The Case of Kenya’s Educated 
Unemployed,” African Studies Review, Vol. XX, No. 
1, April 1977, pp. 37-51. 
23

See Joseph Mangut and Dawood Omolumen 
Egbefo, “Introduction: Operative Principle of 
Democracy and Federalism as Key to National 
Integration in Nigeria,” in Joseph Mangut and 
Dawood Omolumen Egbefo, eds., The Fourth 
Republic and National Integration in Nigeria, 1999-
2009, Lapai Democracy Series, Aboki Publishers, 
Makurdi, 2010. 

governance with key issues 

of social equality, citizenship, 

community rights, 

participation of people in 

decision making and 

democracy in the fore. The 

state is a mini-Nigeria, with 

about forty ethnic groups and 

large Muslim and Christian 

populations.
24

 

 

As noted above, the idea of Kaduna being 

a mini-Nigeria was also emphasized by a 

former governor of the state, Ahmed 

Makarfi (1999-2007), when he alluded to a 

situation whereby whatever affects 

Kaduna, has the potential to affect Nigeria. 

Thus insecurity in the state could equally 

have national repercussions.
25

 This is 

because Kaduna is, without doubt, a city of 

major strategic geo-political influence with 

“a rainbow of diverse ethnic groups.”
26

 

 

Population growth, economic decline, 

infrastructural deficits and urban 

violence 

Kaduna rate of population growth was 

quite high and from the post-colonial 

period, the population residing in the city 

continued to grow as a result of natural 

birth rate growth and an equally high rate 

of inward migration into the city. People 

came in search of opportunities that had 

expanded as a result of the city becoming 

an industrial hub and a centre where many 

jobs could be found. According to a study 

done by Shu‟aibu Shehu, Kaduna had by 

1965 the favourable distinction and 

credentials that: “32% of the country‟s 

                                                           
24

Ashiru Sani, “Security Challenges in Nigeria and 
the Problems of Internally Displaced Persons: 
Reflections on the 2002 Sectarian Crisis in Kaduna 
Metropolis,” Kaduna Journal of Humanities, Vol. 1 
No. 1, 2017, 334-335. 
25

 David Nachana’a Alahira, “Urbanisation and the 
Challenges of Internal Security Strategies in 
Kaduna State, 2000-2011,” Kaduna Journal of 
Historical Studies, Vol. 4, September 2012, 182. 
26

Abdullahi Mohammed Abubakar, “Igala-Hausa 
Relations in Kaduna Metropolis, 1917-2000,” 2. 

9



Terhemba Wuam and Gaius Jatau: Economic growth, population expansion and conflict in 

Kaduna metropolis, 1917-2017: Appraisal of some trigger factors 
 

 

Tropical Journal of Arts and Humanities, Volume 3, Number 2, 2021 
 

total manufacturing plants were located in 

the metropolitan town of Kaduna.”
27

 The 

growth in the town‟s population was not 

only from Nigerians moving into the town 

as a rising town in the populous region of 

Nigeria, the metropolis also attracted “the 

massive influx of industrialists, who were 

largely British, Chinese, Indians, Sudanese 

and Japanese entrepreneurs among 

others.”
28

 

The influx of the expatriates and 

their investments had its roots in the period 

before independence when the government 

of Nigerian encouraged foreign 

investments that founded the textile 

enterprises in the city from 1957 among 

others with a significant positive impact on 

the city. It was noted that “The activities of 

these expatriate commercial firms boosted 

the economic life of Kaduna.”
29

 The 

period after the oil boom from the 1970s 

however, saw the government and elite 

frowning against foreign investment and 

expertise with the nationalization of 

foreign enterprise among others, which led 

to the drying up of foreign capital, but 

which was mitigated by substantial inflows 

of petro-dollars. Unfortunately, when the 

federal government started its structural 

adjustment programme and pulled out of 

economic investments in industries, there 

was no credible replacement either in 

financial capacity or expertise. This led to 

economic stagnation and difficulties that 

the national economy and that of Kaduna 

had continued to experience with drastic 

consequences in the social and economic 

crises that have erupted in the city.  

The challenges that these posed 

were eventually that the jobs stopped 

growing while the population growth 

continued as a result of the downward 

spiral of the economy. Furthermore, the 

                                                           
27

 Shu’aibu Shehu, “The Growth and Development 
of Kaduna Metropolis, 1913-2000,” 288. 
28

 Shu’aibu Shehu, “The Growth and Development 
of Kaduna Metropolis, 1913-2000,” 289. 
29

 Shu’aibu Shehu, “The Growth and Development 
of Kaduna Metropolis, 1913-2000,” 289. 

city was unable to cope with the provision 

of social and economic infrastructure in an 

equitable manner. There was inevitably 

scarcity of the provision of facilities that 

make living in the city worthwhile. With 

scarcity also came sharing and the 

inequalities that it bred and the feelings of 

marginalisations. All these created 

conditions under which crises could 

inflame and burst out catastrophically as 

they were to do in an episodic manner in 

the city.  

Concern with the role of African 

cities has engaged several scholars who 

have studied them in Africa. They are 

meant to be as centres of high-level 

activity and growth and to possess “new 

economic capacities and infrastructures 

which construct, assemble, and channel 

flows of information, goods, and 

influences.”
30

 Many scholars have, 

however, argued that African cities have 

largely been unable to live up their full 

potentials. AbdouMaliq Simone for 

instance notes that African cities are often 

parochial and localized in their 

orientations and operations without 

productive linkages with the rest of the 

global communities.
31

 According to 

Simone “It is clear that African cities, with 

the possible exception of Johannesburg, 

are nowhere close to being world cities. 

Rather, they are large sites of intensifying 

and broadening impoverishment and 

rampant informality operating on highly 

insubstantial economic platforms through 

which it is difficult to discern any sense of 

long-term viability.”
32

 This is due to the 

fact of the high informality levels in the 

cities, weak governance structures, poor 

coordination of the human resources and 
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overpopulation relative to the existing 

infrastructure. 

The thesis of infrastructural 

inadequacy causing crisis and conflict is 

well illustrated by Ibrahim Khaleel 

Abdussalam that a regime “from 1960 

onward, a rapid rate of urban population 

growth without commensurate services” 

has created a situation whereby “The 

opposite of urban stability, growth, 

harmonious interaction and integration 

rules where there is the failure to provide 

the requisite urban infrastructure or a 

neglect of it.”
33

 Using the example of Jos, 

the case is made by Abdussalam that:  

 

The present reality in Jos, 

which has found expression 

in the eruption of conflicts, is 

massive population growth, 

which can be likened to 

population explosion, 

inadequate infrastructure or 

total lack of it, stark 

economic inequality and 

widespread joblessness. Out 

of frustration, the desperate 

response to this new reality is 

thus expressed in the many 

crises plaguing Jos, as an 

escape route. Because of the 

present condition of urban 

infrastructure in Jos vis-à-vis 

the population, in contrast to 

the situation during the 

colonial period, a situation 

has been created where 

demands and pressure far 

outstrip the economic 

foundations.
34

 

                                                           
33

 Ibrahim Khaleel Abdussalam, “Nightmares of 
Urbanisation: Conflicts as a Consequence of the 
Neglect of Urban Infrastructure in the City of Jos,” 
n Abdullahi M. Ashafa, ed. Urbanisation and 
Infrastructure in Nigeria since the 20

th
 Century: 

Festschrift in Honour of Professor Ezzeldin Mukhtar 
Abdurahman, Kaduna State University, Kaduna, 
2011, 195. 
34

 Ibrahim Khaleel Abdussalam, “Nightmares of 
Urbanisation,” 196. 

 

The challenge of the increasing population 

without the requisite infrastructure and its 

attendant dangers is illustrated for Kaduna 

thus: 

 

An immediate implication of 

this trend is that it increases 

population density in 

residential areas, especially 

those on the fringe of the city 

such as Rigasa, parts of 

Sabon Tasha, Rigachikun, 

Romi, Mando, etc. This 

mentioned neighbourhood 

rather harbours urban slums 

with all the attendant 

consequences. For instance, 

high residential density as in 

such neighbourhoods, exert 

undue pressure on the scanty 

public infrastructures in those 

locations, thereby leading to 

overstretching of available 

infrastructure, which 

quickens its decay and 

collapse.
35

 

 

The state of roads and housing across the 

metropolis for much of the concluding part 

of the twentieth century and the beginning 

of the twenty-first century were also in 

terrible shape. Mijah alleges that: 

“concerning road transport network and 

mobility of goods and persons, the 

situation speaks volumes on neglect and 

either lack of plans or deliberate 

distortions of the said plan of the city. For 

a start, a large part of the urban roads are 

in advanced stages of decay or have even 

                                                           
35
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collapsed completely.”
36

 The state of 

housing in the city is equally dire with the 

“obvious challenge of balancing between 

urban population growth and housing 

needs of the populace.”
37

 As with the other 

types of infrastructure, social 

infrastructure, especially for education and 

health are also inadequate for the 

burgeoning population of the state.
38

 This 

situation has arisen because economic 

growth has been unable to keep up with 

the accelerated demographic growth, 

which then becomes a vital challenge to 

how the state and people plan for 

mismatch in human and labour supply 

with the decreasing economic goods.
39

 

The state of infrastructural 

imbalances arose as a result of the influx 

of more and more migrants thus leading to 

rapid population growth in the city and its 

satellites. The satellites have seen even 

faster growth as they are areas where 

housing can readily expand. Some of these 

include Unguwar Sarkin, Unguwar Shanu, 

Abakpa, Unguwar Rimi, Tudun Wada, 

Tudun Nupawa, Kurmin Mashi, Rigasa, 

Nassarawa, Mando, Makera, Kakuri, 

Down Quarters, Kabala Doki, Barnawa, 

Sabon Tasha, Hayin Banki and Kawo. 

These settlements usually lack well-

planned layouts, roads, and other relevant 

physical and social infrastructure.
40

 

An attendant facet of the 

inadequate infrastructure has been raising 

tensions which sometimes find outlets in 

crises. On the economic front, people due 

to the insufficiencies witnessed in the 

economy had had to turn to other means 

and Mijah thinks that lack of adequate 
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infrastructure had led to “increasing 

informalisation of the economy, polity and 

society in Kaduna,”
41

 as well as 

heightened a  

 

…dualisation of the economy 

and polity, especially among 

the teeming majority who 

feel excluded by this same 

process that empowers a few 

at their expense. Thus, 

politically, we notice the 

organization of a large urban 

majority around ethnic, 

religious, gender, 

professional, etc. groups, 

away from the suffocating 

role of the state in their lives. 

This widespread exclusion 

denies government (at the 

city and other levels), control 

and influence over these 

segments of society. These 

segments now instead 

organize and rally around 

new points of shared identity 

such as religious, 

ethnic/cultural groups, 

women, professional and 

trade associations, etc.
42

 

 

The infrastructural deficit within Kaduna 

state also extends to the housing deficit 

within the state and the prevalence of 

slums with inadequate amenities and a 

living environment that is severely 

degraded. Thus Kaduna experiences “acute 

housing problems expressed in both 

quantitative and qualitative terms.”
43

 In 

                                                           
41

Bwala E. Mijah, “Globalisation, Megacities and 
the Challenges of Governance,” 271. 
42

Bwala E. Mijah, “Globalisation, Megacities and 
the Challenges of Governance,” 271. 
43

Ibrahim Ahmed, “The Development of Urban 
Infrastructure in Kaduna Metropolis: A Case Study 
of Housing, 1960-2007,” in Patrick I. Ukase, 
Emmanuel O. Akubor and Augustine I. Onoja, eds., 
Urbanisation, Security and Development Issues in 
Nigeria, 1914-2014: Festschrift in Honour of 

12



Terhemba Wuam and Gaius Jatau: Economic growth, population expansion and conflict in 

Kaduna metropolis, 1917-2017: Appraisal of some trigger factors 
 

 

Tropical Journal of Arts and Humanities, Volume 3, Number 2, 2021 
 

addition large swaths of the city including 

areas like Tudun Wada, Sabon Tasha, 

Kakuri, Unguwar Shanu, Unguwar 

Kanawa, Unguwar Dosa, Kawo, Rigasa, 

Rafin Guza, Kukumake, Narayi, Unguwar 

Mu‟azu, Badarwa, Barkallahu, Unguwar 

Romi, Television, Hayin Danmani, 

Kamazo, Keke, Malali and Unguwar Rimi 

among others are unplanned and many 

constitute slums that “are products of 

failed policies, bad governance, 

corruption, inappropriate regulation, 

negligence, dysfunctional markets, and 

unresponsive financial systems as well as 

fundamental lack of political will.”
44

 

A survey of the infrastructural 

deficit in the city carried out by Suleiman 

Musa Jibril in 2016 showed that in the 

critical areas of needs the city‟s 

infrastructural deficiency was not limited 

and deficient. Though respondents 

observed that flood control, housing 

supply, energy supply, drainage network 

and health care services were not adequate 

in the city. Waste management and water 

supply were however found to be adequate 

by respondents who took part in the 

survey.
45

 The challenge, therefore, has 

been that rapid urbanization has not come 

with thoughtful planning and controlled 

growth, but that what has occurred has 

been haphazard growth leading to an 

immense expansion of the human 

population without a corresponding focus 

on the needed amenities and infrastructure. 

As a result, the city is buffeted by public 

infrastructural facilities that are grossly 

inadequate from roads and drainage 

networks as well as transportation 

networks, and water supply among others. 
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The impact of the lack of purposeful 

planning has been the rise in urban slums 

and ghettoes in the metropolis in places 

like Tudun Wada Badikko, and parts of 

Doka and Barnawa
46

 

The effect of lack of infrastructure 

or its decay then creates largely 

dysfunctional cities plagued by: 

  

…congestion, overcrowding, 

overloaded infrastructure, 

pressure on the ecosystems, 

higher costs of living, a 

chronic shortage of basics, 

higher labour and property 

costs, gridlock, power cuts, 

insecure water and sewage 

systems, higher business 

costs, lower productivity, 

ugly slums, sink estates, 

criminal underworlds, 

rampant violence, 

unemployment, intractable 

corruption, diseases, abject 

poverty and a culture of 

nihilism that often morphs 

into fanaticism.
47

  

 

The impact of which places a strain on the 

provision of services and amenities both in 

the core and peripheral areas of the 

metropolis, and these areas also form 

habitats for a vast majority of the urban 

underclass who are always ready and 

willing tools whenever tension brews in 

the metropolis.  

 

Conclusion 

The foregoing has addressed the 

development and conflict trajectory of 

Kaduna since its inception. The paper 

explores how over the past 100 years of its 

existence since its creation in 1913 the 

town has largely witnessed peaceful co-
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existence and mutual development before 

the Fourth Republic. The period from 1999 

to 2013, has, however, witnessed a 

fractious trend of violence and conflict 

with Kaduna becoming a national crisis 

hotspot in Nigeria. While religion, 

ethnicity have been pointed out in this 

paper as conflict triggers, the paucity or 

inadequacy of relevant infrastructure in the 

Kaduna metropolis has also been a critical 

factor in incensing conflict in Nigeria.  
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